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Course Description: This course will cover exponent rules, polynomial operations and applications, factoring and quadratics, simplifying rational and radical expressions, probability and statistics.  Pre-Algebra concepts will be reviewed. Toward the end of this course, students will take the Algebra 1 Keystone Examination.  
Textbook: Algebra 1: Common Core, Pearson, 2012.
Materials Needed 

1. Pencils

2. Notebook (I recommend a 3 subject notebook or 3 ring binder with lined paper. You can use a section for notes, a section for MathXL work, and a section for book work.) Students should have a notebook just for math. I may collect notebooks. You MUST write out the MathXL or textbook problems in your notebook, show any work needed, and write your answer.
Algebra I Curriculum and Timeline (Tentative)
1. Exponents and Exponential Functions (Chapter 7 in Text) (~3 weeks)
2. Polynomials and Factoring (Chapter 8 in Text) (~3 weeks)
3. Applications of polynomials and factoring (Sections 9.4, 10.2, 11.1-3 in Text) (~3 weeks)
4. Data Analysis and Probability (Chapter 12 in Text) (~2 weeks)
5. Equations, Inequalities, Functions, Systems (Chapters 1-5 in Text) (~3 weeks)

6. Quadratic Functions and Equations (Chapter 9 in Text) (~2 weeks)
7. Radicals Expressions and Equations (Chapter 10 in Text) (~1 week)
8. Rational Expressions and Equations (Chapter 11 in Text) (~1 week)
Grading:  The grades will be weighted as shown below.  
· Online - MathXL ( 50%

· Paper & Pencil and/or Participation   ( 50%

The online component of your grade is calculated by MathXL and will be updated weekly. In MathXL, you can see the scores for each assignment, but on eSchoolPlus (aka Home Access Center) you will only see the Online Homework/Practice, Online Tests, and Online Study Plan. Homework items can be redone until the student gets the correct answer. Therefore, the Homework assignments grade on MathXL should be 100%.  Students are allowed to do Study Plan to improve their overall MathXL grade and to demonstrate that the topic has been mastered (if students did not do well on the topic on a test or a quiz). Study Plan is the online version of test corrections. This is a built in second chance! Students are allowed to redo Study Plan assignments until they have answered all questions correctly. Therefore, the Study Plan assignments grade on MathXL should be 100%.
Classroom Expectations:
· Obey all school rules. (lateness, dress code, food and drinks, etc)

· Be respectful.  Treat each other and me the way you would like to be treated.

· Be respectful of school property.  Take proper care of computers, calculators and textbooks.  Make sure they are put away properly at the end of each class. 

· Participate and do your work.  Take responsibility for your learning. Keep your head up!
· Be on time.  In the room and in your seat before the bell rings.

· Come prepared.  Have a pencil and notebook.

· Do not use or display electronic devices of any kind (iPods, cameras, earphones/headphones, etc.).  If I can see it, you are displaying it. If students display their device during class, I will take it to the office to be picked up at the end of the day and the student will receive a discipline referral.
· Do not visit any website other than those directed by me. Obviously, that means no Pandora, YouTube, etc.  Do not stream music, videos, or games. Even if the site is “school appropriate” you may not use the laptops for anything except for what you are told to do.
· Students are NOT permitted to do assignments for other classes during Algebra.

· Ask 3 before me! Use “Help Me Solve This”. Use “View an Example”.
Out of Classroom Expectations:
You should have zero expectation of being successful in this course without working outside of class. You will have MathXL and paper assignments daily. While you will have approximately 30 – 45 minutes each class to work on MathXL or paper assignments, you should plan to work, at minimum, an additional half hour per day outside of class.  You can work on MathXL here at school, or from home, or from McDonalds.  You can work on MathXL anywhere that has Internet access.   The learning center is open Monday through Thursday until 4:50pm.  The Public Library is open Saturday mornings.  You have no excuse for not completing your MathXL assignments, and slim chance of passing this course without doing so. ANY assignment (paper or MathXL) that is not completed in school MUST be completed for homework!
Students can get help

· in the Learning Center after school.

· by getting extra help from a math teacher before or after school (please check with the teacher to ensure availability).

Please send an email to verify that you and your child have read and understand the policies and expectations for Algebra I.
Please include in your email to ebasham@pottstownsd.org:

· Your name

· Your child’s name

· Any comments or concerns you may have

Thank you!  Have a great day!

Eileen Basham and Amanda Fusco









